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Chapel Chimes

First Notes

by Rev. Jim Hoppert

Well, friends, the saga continues.

It appears that most all of what | mentioned in last month's newsletter has come to pass:
Omicron is a more contagious variant (much more contagious) but less severe in its effects
than the Alpha and Delta were. Vaccination does not prevent transmission and spread, but the
fully vaccinated appear to weather infection from the variant better than the non-vaccinated.
Most all of us will have some kind of encounter with this variant. The worst part, though, is that
while the percentage of people severely sickened is lower, the number of total people infected
is much higher, too: a small percentage of a larger number is still pretty significant.

Given concerns for the stretched capacity of our medical system in these days, the Consistory
has now voted to suspend in-person worship at least through February 6th. Hopefully, the
outbreak of the Omicron variant will come to a peak point soon and will resolve as quickly as it
developed.

In the meantime, we approach the future with hope and trust.

And speaking of the future, coming in March will be the start of Lent, on March 2nd—Ash
Wednesday. Our worship services for Ash Wednesday and Holy Week will follow the
Lectionary-based theme, “Good Enough.” The themes and scriptures for upcoming services
will be, as follows:



First Notes (continued)

Ash Wednesday, March 2- “Perfectionism is impossible. Transformation isn't."
(Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21)
First Sunday in Lent, March 6— “Ordinary Lives Can Be Holy” (Luke 4:1-13)
Second Sunday in Lent, March 13 — “So Much Is Out of Our Control” (Luke 13:31-35)
Third Sunday in Lent, March 20 - “Lots of Things Can Be Medicine” (Luke 13:1-9)
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 27 — “We Often Believe We Are the Problem” (Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32)
Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 3 — “We Are Fragile” (John 12:1-8)
Palm Sunday, April 10 —“You Are a Group Project” (Luke 19:28-40)
Maundy Thursday, April 14 — “We Are Blessed, Regardless” (John 13:1-17, 31b-35)
Good Friday, April 15 — “Even Today, God Is Here and Somehow, That Is Good Enough”
(John 18:1-19:42)
Easter, April 17 — “A Good Enough Faith” (John 10:1-18)

Details of the midweek services after Ash Wednesday will be shared in next month's newsletter.
May the days ahead be uneventful ones for all of us.

Shalom aleichem—Peace be with you.
Rev. Jim Hoppert

If you have a talent for seasonal decorating, please contact the
church office to help with creatively setting the sanctuary with
decor appropriate for the upcoming Lenten Series.



Special Gifts Team Update

Dear Salem family,

Our Special Gifts team met on January 13, 2022 to review the opportunities to share our
blessings with our community.

The group reviewed a number of different requests for funding and chose to support the
following:

The Gathering - Milwaukee is a meal program that Salem has supported with volunteer efforts
in the past. During pre-COVID times we would send groups of youth and adults to their meal
centers in Milwaukee to help serve food. As we have not been able to support that effort, we
have made a donation of $500 to the organization to help them manage through these difficult
times.

The Sheboygan County Warming Shelter is a more local need. Supported by St. John’s UCC
in Sheboygan, together with a number of other local churches and groups, the Warming
Shelter is a place that provides overnight warmth and food for area homeless people during
the winter months. We have also supported this group with a donation of $500 to this
worthwhile local mission.

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 7, and we will be providing more information in the
coming months regarding our scholarship program, so please keep an eye out for that.

If you have any suggestions or local needs that you feel Salem UCC should support, please
reach out to any member of our team, which includes: Faye Hughes, Kay Scheible, Cindy
Conrad, Jackie Veldman, Rev. Hoppert, and myself.

Thank you, as always.

Yours in faith,

Mary Mullen
On behalf of the Special Gifts Team



Date Event Time

No Sunday School
(Annual Congregational Mtq)

February 6 Sunday School = on Zoom 9:45-70:45am
February 13 Sunday School (format TBD) | 9:45-10:45am
February 20 Sunday School (format TBD) | 9:45-710:45am
February 27 Sunday Schoel (format TBD) | 9:45-710:45am

January 30 XXXX

March 6 Sunday School (format TBD) | 9:45-10:45am
March 13 Sunday School (format TBD) | 9:45-10:45am
March 20 Sunday School (format TBD) | 9:45-710:45am
March 27 Sunday School (format TBD) | 9:45-10:45am

Sadlem's Sunday School classes moved to virtual format in mid—danuary. We will
continue online (via Zoom) at least into early February and continue reaching out to
our participants on a reaular' basis with upda+es oh when, where and how we plan to
meet. Children aged 4K - Girade & are welcome to join our weekly classes which
currenﬂy mee+t Sunday mornings from 9:45 - 10:45am. (Note: no class on January 30).
= anyone would like to learn more about our program, register new students and/or
volunteer, please contact the church of-fice or Mary Bender For more infFormation
On behalf of sadem's Sunday School Team, | thark. you For your continued prayers
and support for our chidren and this important minis’rry!

Peoce & Blessings,
Mary Bender

Save the Date for the 2022 Annual Meeting: Building up the
Beloved Community

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you,
you also are to love one another. John 13:34

Mark your calendars now for the 2022 Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference, to be
held June 10 to 12 at the Green Lake Conference Center. This years theme, "Building
up the Beloved Community,” acknowledges the toll that the pandemic has taken on
congregations, pastors and lay leaders. We will focus on tending to individual and
congregational wellness, lifting up best practices and good strategies for fostering healthy
church dynamics, and challenging ourselves to think in fresh ways about the church. For
additional detailz and registration information, make sure to check out February’s issues of
Wisconsin Conference Life.



READINGS
FOCR FEBRUARY

Sunday, February 6

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Hebrew Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
Psalm: 138

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

Sunday, February 20

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Hebrew Scripture: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm: 37:1-11, 39-40

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Sunday, February 13 Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Hebrew Scripture: Jeremiah 17:5-10 Sunday, February 27

Psalm: 1 Transfiguration
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Hebrew Scripture: Exodus 34:39-35
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 Psalm: 99
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Gospel: Luke 9: 28-36, (37-43a)

Grant Requests Welcome

The Endowment Committee is

pleased to share that we have just

shy of $10,000 to distribute in grants this Spring.

These gifts are used to encourage Christian stewardship and enable the Church to
continue and expand its mission. They can be used for existing ministries, innovative
ideas, or capital improvements. A few examples of previous requests include updating
technology in the sanctuary, aiding an affiliated church in Malawi, fulfilling our
benevolence goals, sponsoring our members in their ministries at Back Bay Mission, and
many more.

Please get creative and consider making a grant request; we would love to hear your
ideas!

Applications are available in the Church Office and are due April 21. Please contact any
member of the Endowment Committee with questions.

With gratitude,
Tom Daigle Mary Mullen Kay Scheible Alayne Krause



S.C.1.O. NEWS

Bridgeway has a new mom in our
program with two small children and
one on the way in spring. They have
been a wonderful addition and the
energy of toddlers in the house is
refreshing.

The Family Pathways supervised
visitation program has nine families
who spend 90-minutes each week
in a safe and nurturing environment.
Visiting parents and children
otherwise would not have the
opportunity to connect and share
special moments together.

Bridgeway could use the following
items: scrubbies/sponges for
kitchen use, aluminum foil, hand
soap, gift cards to Home Depot - we
are in need of replacing light fixtures
in our craft room.

The Winter Farmers Market will be
held every first and third Saturday
through April. The market runs from
9:00 a.m. - 12Noon inside the First
Congregational Church UCC
located at 310 Bluff Avenue. We
have a wide variety of food and craft
vendors.



Passing along information from our Lakeland University Church Ambassador:



February Birthday Celebrations
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