
          First Notes

As  I  mentioned  in  May 's  front  page  article  of  Chapel  Chimes,  the  changes  in  guidelines

and  restrictions  for  in-person  worship  would  be  hard  to  predict.  That  wasn 't  exactly

going  out  on  a  limb,  but  I  did  swerve  into  the  right  answer,  anyway.  On  May  13th  the

Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  (CDC) issued  a  change  in  their  guidelines  for

vaccines  and  masks.  That  became  important  because  much  of  the  guidance  for  Salem 's

insurers  (and  our  ability  to  maintain  important  coverage) has  stuck  pretty  closely  to  CDC

guidelines.  As  most  of  you  are  probably  aware,  the  new  guidelines  have  stated  that  fully

vaccinated  persons  (two  weeks  past  the  second  dose  of  either  the  Pfizer  or  Moderna

vaccine  or  the  one  shot  of  the  Johnson  & Johnson  vaccine) are  no  longer  required  to

wear  a  mask  in  most  indoor  settings.  

Unfortunately,  the  initial  news  came  out  on  a  Thursday  without  any  advance  notice  or

clarifications  (those  would  come  early  the  next  week) ,  leaving  businesses  and

organizations  little  time  to  digest  the  recommendations  and  act  on  them  quickly.

After  looking  at  the  new  guidelines,  Salem 's  Worship  Team  and  the  Consistory  have

made  the  following  changes  in  our  in-person  worship  procedures:
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1)  When  weather  permits,  the  10:30  a.m.  worship  service  will  be  held  outdoors,  in

front  of  the  east  entrance,  allowing  persons  to  be  seated  under  the  carport,  on  the

level  surface  of  the  parking  lot,  and  on  the  edge  of  the  lawn.  Persons  may  bring  their

own  lawn  chairs  and  the  church  will  also  have  folding  chairs  available.  While  persons

are  not  required  to  mask,  you  may  wear  a  mask  if  you  are  more  comfortable  doing  so.

The  full  range  of  worship  practices,  including  congregational  singing  will  take  place

in  this  service.

 

2)  In  the  event  of  inclement  weather,  the  10:30  a.m.  worship  service  will  move

indoors.   Fully  vaccinated  persons  will  not  be  required  to  wear  a  mask  but

unvaccinated  persons  will  be  asked  to  mask.  We  will  seat  persons  in  every  other  pew.   

Since  the  guidelines  indicate  that  it  is  not  safe  for  unvaccinated  persons  to  sing

inside,  there  will  be  no  congregational  singing  for  the  indoor  service.   

 

3)  We  will  no  longer  ask  persons  to  call  ahead  before  coming  to  worship  and  there

will  no  longer  be  reserved  seating.  

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  need  to  be  kept  in  mind  as  we  make  these  changes.

First,  I  anticipate  that  this  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  number  of  changes  that  will  come  in

the  weeks  ahead  as  we  move  to  fewer  restrictions.  Those  changes  may  happen  quickly

(as  did  the  May  13th  change) ,  so  be  on  the  lookout  for  those  changes.   Second,  while

persons  choosing  not  to  become  vaccinated  assume  certain  risks  for  themselves,  there

are  persons  who  do  not  have  that  choice,  including  children  under  12  and  persons

allergic  to  the  vaccine ;  therefore,  we  will  continue  to  exercise  caution  to  assure  every

person  is  as  safe  as  possible  at  Salem.  Third,  decisions  would  be  a  lot  easier  if  we  knew

that  everyone  was  vaccinated,  but  there  is  no  desire  on  my  part  to  be  part  of  the  vaccine

police.  Call  me  old-fashioned,  but  “Your  papers  please” should  not  be  three  words  that

we  use  in  church.

Finally,  I  continue  to  ask  for  your  patience  during  this  transition  to  a  time  when  these

restrictions  will  be  behind  us.  As  I 've  said  before,  shutting  things  down  is  easy:  starting

them  back  up  is  a  lot  harder.   It  is  not  just  like  flipping  a  switch.   Everyone  will  have  a

different  level  of  comfort  and  a  different  sense  of  timing  with  regards  to  coming  back.

We  need  to  approach  the  situation  and  each  another  with  love,  understanding,  and

common  sense.  

                                                                      

                                 Shalom  aleichem—Peace  be  with  you.   

 

                                                                Rev.  Jim  Hoppert

First Notes (continued)



To wrap up our church school year, I share with you the

following letter received from the child sponsored by

our Children's Sunday School.  He lives in India and his

name is Reebath.   

Dearest Aunty and Uncle,

Lovely greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  My family conveys its

warm regards to you.

I am in 12th grade now - only we have school; all other classes are in Corona holiday.  My ambition

is just to live a simple life with high thinking.  I love to play football.  I play whenever I am free in the

evenings.  No words to thank you enough.

I thank you from the depth of my heart.  Your support means a lot to me.

 

With Love,

R. Reebath

I just received this after we had our last classes and so it's pictured above and retyped

below as it might be easier to read.  Enjoy his letter and drawing!            ---Marsha Meyer    



04  Al Bosman
04  Makyla Odekirk
05  Debra Konrad
05  Kathleen Andrews
06  Darla Ardell
07  ackie Rortvedt
07  Judy Miller
12  Kyle Lisowe
13 Melissa Odekirk

23   Michael Halle
23   Scott Raeder
23   Toni Fuerst
26   David Huibregtse
27   Mary Mullen

27   Val Gillman
28   Lauren Jenquin
29   Declan Krueger
30   Breckan Luedke
30   Charles Baumann
30   Jean Halida   

14  Hannah Velier
14  William Bender
16  Roger Binder
17  Kathy Plahmer
20  Barb Pahr

 

PRAYING GOD'S

BLESSINGS FOR

YOU ON YOUR

BIRTHDAY

June 6 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrew Scriptures: 1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20

Psalm: Psalm 138

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

Gospel: Mark 3:20-35

 

June 13 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrew Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

Psalm: Psalm 208

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34

 

June 20 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrew Scripture: 1 Samuel 17:32-49

Psalm: Psalm 9:9-20

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Gospel: Mark 4:35-41

 

June 27 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrew Scripture: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27

Psalm: Psalm 130

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Gospel: Mark 5:21-43
Readings for June



J u n e  W e d d i n g  A n n i v e r s a r y  
w i s h e s  g o  o u t  t o :

0 7  D a n  &  D e n i s e  B u s s
0 8  J i m  &  F a y e  H u g h e s
0 8  G a r r i e t  &  H a n n a h  K a n i s
0 9  R o b e r t  &  N a t a l i e  P a u l i k
1 4  R a n d y  &  S h a r o n  O d e k i r k
1 5  R a l p h  &  D e n a  A d a m s o n
1 7  W a r r e n  &  M a r i a n n e  F a a s
1 9  B o b  &  K a t h y  P l a h m e r
2 0  J e r a d  &  M a r i o n  L e h m a n n
2 0  A r t  &  B a r b  P a h r
2 1  D a l e  &  L i n d a  Z i m m e r m a n n
2 4  B i l l  &  J u d y  H e l m e r
2 4  B i l l  &  J o a n n e  L a m m e r s
2 4  T e r r y  &  R a c h e l  R i s s e
2 5  R e v .  J i m  &  A b b y  H o p p e r t
2 8  A n d y  &  A n g i e  H a r t m a n n

 

               The  Endowment  Fund  Team  i s  g r a t e f u l  t ha t

               Sa l em  i s  b l e s s ed  wi th  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o

               p ro v i de  suppo r t  f o r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  many

               l o c a l  and  wor ldw ide  min i s t r i e s  and  

                                              mis s i on s .   The  f o l l ow ing  g r an t s  were                     

awa rded  a t  ou r  Ap r i l  202 1  Endowment  meet i ng :

S r .  You th  Fe l l owsh ip  Back  Bay  Mi s s i on  T r i p   $ 1 ,000

Hab i t a t  f o r  Human i t y  Lake s i de   $ 1 ,500

F r ank  Mar zano  ( f i r e  des t r o yed  bus i ne s s )   $ 1 ,500

Dr y  E ra se  Boa rd s  f o r  Sunday  Schoo l  c l a s s r ooms   $700

P ro j e c t  Ange l  Hugs    $500

E l ec t r on i c  Fund  Depos i t  f e e    $ 300

L i ne  o f  C red i t  Reduc t i on    $2 , 3 10

The  amoun t  a va i l ab l e  t o  spend  i s  dec ided  i n  J anua r y  each  yea r  and  i s

de t e rm ined  t o  be  1 - 3%  o f  t he  t o t a l  v a l ue  o f  a l l  i n v e s tmen t  f und s .  We  p ra y

God ’ s  b l e s s i ng s  upon  t he  pe r son s  and  v en tu r e s  impac t ed  by  t he  g r an t i ng

o f  t he se  f und s .

Kay  Sche ib l e ,  Sec r e t a r y



SUMMER VACATION PLANS

Grief Support will meet Fridays in June but
not in July and August.  

Marsha Meyer will be on vacation in June.

Men's Club held it's last meeting May 24
but will resume meeting in the fall. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS

Member, Josh Bender came to church recently to pick up the 
container of cigarette butts, etc. that are collected and recycled
through Terracycle.

Josh says, "I just print a prepaid label and ship them to New Jersey where they are processed and
separated by material (plastic filters, compostable materials). The plastic filters are melted into new
industrial products like "plastic lumber" for pallets. There are cigarette receptacles at City Park,
Stayer Park, and Lone Oak Park that were donated to the City of Plymouth using an endowment
grant from the church.

I thought you might like to read about how the endowment grant continues to give back - thanks to
extra efforts from people like Josh.




